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THESE EXTRAORDINARY CLOWNS REALISE THAT MAKING A 
REFUGEE CHILD SMILE IS MORE DIFFICULT THAN MAKING A 
CHILD LAUGH UNDER NORMAL CONDITIONS. THEY ALSO 
HOPE TO INCREASE PEOPLE'S AWARENESS OF THE 
SITUATION OF REFUGEE CHILDREN SO AS TO IMPROVE 
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arly in 1993, the Catalan clown 
Torteíi Poltrona performed be- 
fore 700 children in the Veli 
Joze camp for Bosnian refugees on the 
Istrian Peninsula in former Yugoslavia, 
helping to make their stay more bear- 
able with his humour. If medicine and 
psychology have shown the healing 
power of laughter under normal condi- 
tions, it must be even more vital under 
extreme conditions. 
Today, Tortell Poltrona is the president 
of Clowns without Frontiers, an inter- 
national humanitarian organisation 
whose aim is to improve the living con- 
ditions of people in refugee camps, es- 
pecially children, or in other difficult 
circumstances. By means of perfor- 
mances, books, pictorial works, subven- 
tions, concerts, recitals and other activi- 
ties, the clowns and performers be- 
longing to the organisation hope to raise 
funds for these young people and help 
to improve not only their psychological 
situation but also their health, food and 
education, in active collaboration with 
other humanitarian associations. 
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Clowns without Frontiers is a mouth- 
piece for the voice of civilization and 
solidarity of all performing artists with- 
out distinction. Apart from making 
people laugh, their aim is to increase 
awareness amongst the general public as 
to the situation of refugee children, pass- 
ing on information and providing chan- 
nels for participation in improving their 
conditions. 
Schools play a large part in the organi- 
sation's projects. In fact, Tortell Poltro- 
na's first visit to a refugee camp came 
about through the Education for Peace 
project, which has made it possible for 
the children in the Veli Joze camp to 
communicate with pupils in ten Catalan 
schools via a computer and modem. 
Regular campaigns are held to collect 
school material which is transported to 
Veli Joze by volunteers of the Conscien- 
tious Objectors' Movement, part of the 
Education for Peace project. 
Since Tortell Poltrona's first trip to the 
Istrian Peninsula performances have 
multiplied. The same clown performed 
with Boni & Caroli in two refugee 
camps in Varazdin and one in Zagreb. 
During this trip they distributed mate- 
rial collected by various schools in Bar- 
celona and contributed by companies in 
this sector (school material, balloons, 
sweets). Later, the group Desastrosus 
Cirkus performed in six refugee camps 
before more than 2,000 children. On 
the tour by the group Gog i Magog 
shows and workshops were held in sev- 
en camps in the Rijeka region and 
school material and games made by 
schools and volunteers in the Catalan 
region of Bages were distributed. Other 
groups that have performed for the re- 
fugees of former Yugoslavia are Titelles 
per la Pau, Circómic and Vagalume 
Teatro from Granada. There have also 
been trips to Algeria and Brazil and 
others are being prepared. 
The activities of Clowns without Fron- 
tiers include participation in the festival 
at the Greek Theatre in Barcelona and 
the sale of T-shirts and pins to raise 
funds. A number of groups collaborate 
with the association: Comediants, el 
Tricicle, Jango Edwards (Hoiland), Pep 
Bou, Companyia Infima la Puca, the 
Jugglers' Association of Madrid, Axio- 
ma (Almeria), Teatrapo (Granada), 
Oposito (France), Leo Bassi (Italy) and 
many others. Amongst the organisa- 
tions supporting them are UNHCR 
(United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees), the Council of Europe, the 
Centre UNESCO de Catalunya, Méde- 
cins sans Frontihres, the Circus Associa- 
tion of Catalonia, the International Ma- 
rionette Union and Photographers for 
Peace. 
The headquarters of Clowns without 
Frontiers (P.O. Box 5162,08080 Barce- 
lona) co-ordinates al1 the projects, is 
responsible for raising funds and sub- 
ventions and combines its activities 
with other humanitarian organisations. 
Theyyre not trying to change the world, 
but they certainly help to make it more 
humane. These extraordinary clowns 
realise that making a refugee child smile 
is more difficult than making a child 
laugh under normal conditions, but 
they've also seen that as the show un- 
folds the refugees laugh even more than 
the other children; they would rather 
laugh than cry, even when their every- 
day life gives them little cause. ¤ 
